SYMPHONY and REPERTORY
Percussion Audition Materials
The goal of your MAYS audition is for the conductors to hear you play at your musical best, to ensure
that you are placed in an orchestra where you will be surrounded by musicians of similar strength, and
challenged on a weekly basis. The conductors will be listening for your overall sound quality, your sense
of pitch, accuracy of rhythm, and observing your technique. You will receive feedback about your
audition when you are placed in an ensemble.
You are required to upload an unedited and unaccompanied VIDEO recording performing the required
audition materials for your instrument.
SOLO -All percussion audition candidates must pick a solo of your choice on EITHER a mallet keyboard
instrument, snare drum or timpani, showing your best abilities.
In addition, each person is REQUIRED to perform the following:
•
•
•

SNARE DRUM Rudimental Roll, Orchestral Roll, Flams, Paradiddles.
MALLET INSTRUMENT (player’s choice of instrument) 2 Octave Major Scales & Arpeggios: C, F,
Bb, Eb, G, & D. Plus, Chromatic Scale, 2 Octaves.
TIMPANI Long Roll, ppp to fff. Interval tuning to 4ths, 5ths and 3rds

Recording guidelines:
Please make sure that your entire instrument can be seen in the recording. The total audition time
should not be longer than 10 minutes. This video audition must be done with a clock or stopwatch
visible at all times. Record the entire audition without stopping.
Upload the complete video YouTube or Vimeo. Provide the shareable link in the required section to your
MAYS application.
Please record in the following order:
Clearly state the following information:
• Your first and last name
• The orchestra level for which you are auditioning (Symphony)
• The name of your solo piece including the composer's name.
Play your solo (roughly 2-3 minutes only)
Play the remaining requirements
Play your required scales and arpeggios.
We look forward to hearing you! Good luck!
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